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SUBCHAPTER E—EDUCATION 

PART 31—FEDERAL SCHOOLS FOR 
INDIANS 

Sec. 
31.0 Definitions. 
31.1 Enrollment in Federal schools. 
31.2 Use of Federal school facilities. 
31.3 Non-Indian pupils in Indian schools. 
31.4 Compulsory attendance. 
31.5 Consent for transfer. 
31.6 Coercion prohibited. 
31.7 Handling of student funds in Federal 

school facilities. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 1, 41 Stat. 410; 25 U.S.C. 
282, unless otherwise noted. 

SOURCE: 22 FR 10533, Dec. 24, 1957, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 31.0 Definitions. 

As used in this part: 
(a) School district means the local unit 

of school administration as defined by 
the laws of the State in which it is lo-
cated. 

(b) Cooperative school means a school 
operated under a cooperative agree-
ment between a school district and the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs in conform-
ance with State and Federal school 
laws and regulations. 

(35 Stat. 72, 25 U.S.C. 295) 

[33 FR 6472, Apr. 27, 1968] 

§ 31.1 Enrollment in Federal schools. 

(a) Enrollment in Bureau-operated 
schools is available to children of one- 
fourth or more degree of Indian blood 
reside within the exterior boundaries of 
Indian reservations under the jurisdic-
tion of the Bureau of Indian Affairs or 
on trust or restricted lands under the 
jurisdiction of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs except when there are other ap-
propriate school facilities available to 
them as hereinafter provided in para-
graph (c) of this section. 

(b) Enrollment in Bureau-operated 
boarding schools may also be available 
to children of one-fourth or more de-
gree of Indian blood who reside near 
the reservation when a denial of such 
enrollment would have a direct effect 
upon Bureau programs within the res-
ervation. 

(c) Children of Federal employees, 
whether Indian or non-Indian, are 
deemed eligible on the same basis as 
other eligible students for enrollment 
at facilities provided by the school dis-
trict (including cooperative schools) 
wherein they reside. 

(35 Stat. 72, 25 U.S.C. 295) 

[33 FR 6473, Apr. 27, 1968; 33 FR 6968, May 9, 
1968] 

§ 31.2 Use of Federal school facilities. 
Federal Indian school facilities may 

be used for community activities and 
for adult education activities upon ap-
proval by the superintendent or officer 
in charge. 

§ 31.3 Non-Indian pupils in Indian 
schools. 

Indian and non-Indian children who 
are not eligible for enrollment in Bu-
reau-operated schools under § 31.1 may 
be enrolled in such schools under the 
following conditions: 

(a) In boarding schools upon payment 
of tuition fees, which shall not exceed 
the per capita cost of maintenance in 
the school attended, when their pres-
ence will not exclude Indian pupils eli-
gible under § 31.1. 

(b) In day schools in areas where 
there are no other adequate free school 
facilities available, tuition fees may be 
charged for such enrollment at the dis-
cretion of the superintendent or other 
officer in charge provided such fees 
shall not exceed the tuition fees al-
lowed or charged by the State or coun-
ty in which such school is located for 
the children admitted in the public 
schools of such State or county. 

(34 Stat. 1018, 35 Stat. 783, 40 Stat. 564; 25 
U.S.C. 288, 289, 297) 

[29 FR 5828, May 2, 1964] 

§ 31.4 Compulsory attendance. 
Compulsory school attendance of In-

dian children is provided for by law. 

(60 Stat. 962; 25 U.S.C. 231) 

CROSS REFERENCE: For penalties for the 
failure of Indians to send children to school 
and for contributing to the delinquency of 
minors, see § 11.424 of this chapter. 
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§ 31.5 Consent for transfer. 
Consent of the parents or next of kin, 

given before the superintendent or 
other duly authorized person, must be 
obtained before an Indian child is sent 
to a school beyond the limits of the 
State or Territory in which the res-
ervation is located. 

(Sec. 1, 28 Stat. 906; 25 U.S.C. 286) 

§ 31.6 Coercion prohibited. 
There shall be no coercion of children 

in the matter of transfers from one 
school to another, but voluntary en-
rollment should be effected through 
maintenance of Federal Indian schools 
or programs which suit the needs and 
interests of the areas in which they are 
located. 

(Sec. 1, 29 Stat. 348; 25 U.S.C. 287) 

§ 31.7 Handling of student funds in 
Federal school facilities. 

The Secretary or his authorized rep-
resentative may authorize officials and 
employees of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs to accept and to disburse deposits 
of funds of students and student activ-
ity associations in schools operated by 
the Bureau in accordance with the pur-
poses of such deposits. The following 
steps shall be taken to safeguard these 
funds: 

(a) A written plan of operation shall 
be developed by the membership of 
each student activity group. The plan 
of operation subject to the approval of 
authorized officials shall outline proce-
dures and provide for a system of ac-
counting for the student funds com-
mensurate with the age and grade level 
of the students yet adequate for finan-
cial control purposes and shall stipu-
late the maximum operating capital of 
activity. 

(b) Appropriate safekeeping facilities 
shall be provided for all student per-
sonal and group funds and for the ac-
counting or bookkeeping records. 

(c) Employees handling student funds 
in cumulative amounts in excess of $100 
shall be covered by a comprehensive fi-
delity bond the penal sum of which 
shall be appropriately related to fund 
amounts handled. 

(d) Student funds accumulated in ex-
cess of the amount authorized for oper-
ating purposes by the plan of operation 

shall be deposited in federally insured 
depositories. 

(e) Periodic administrative inspec-
tions and financial audit of student 
fund operations shall be conducted by 
authorized Bureau personnel. 

[26 FR 10637, Nov. 14, 1961] 

PART 32—INDIAN EDUCATION 
POLICIES 

Sec. 
32.1 Purpose and scope. 
32.2 Definitions. 
32.3 Mission statement. 
32.4 Policies. 
32.5 Evaluation of implementation of Pub. 

L. 95–561. 

AUTHORITY: Secs. 1130 and 1133 of Title XI 
of the Education Amendments of 1978 (92 
Stat. 2143, 2321 and 2325, Pub. L. 95–561; 25 
U.S.C. 2010 and 2013). 

SOURCE: 44 FR 58098, Oct. 9, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 47 FR 13327, 
Mar. 30, 1982. 

§ 32.1 Purpose and scope. 
The purpose of this part is to state 

the policies to be followed by all 
schools and education programs under 
the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. Contract schools operated by 
Indian Tribes or Alaska Native entities 
may develop their independent poli-
cies, consistent with contractual obli-
gations, or adhere to these. The adher-
ence to the appropriate policies shall 
reflect the best interests of the stu-
dent, the Federal government, the 
Tribes and Alaska Native entities, and 
shall be based on educationally sound 
judgment. 

§ 32.2 Definitions. 
As used in this part, the term: 
(a) Agency School Board means a 

body, the members of which are ap-
pointed by the school boards of the 
schools located within such agency, 
and the number of such members shall 
be determined by the Director in con-
sultation with the affected Tribes or 
Alaska Native entities except that, in 
agencies serving a single school, the 
school board of such school shall fulfill 
these duties. 

(b) Alaska Native means an Indian, 
Eskimo, or Aleut who is a member of 
an Alaska Native entity. 
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